🏛️ ROMAN FACT OR FICTION?
Year 4 Search Detective Challenge
Your mission
Some of the statements below are FACT and some are FICTION. Use a search engine to investigate each one. Do not just guess — find evidence!
🔎 Search Detective Tips
Think of useful search words before you search.
Try changing your search words if you cannot find an answer.
Look carefully at the information in the results — do not rely only on the title.
Use trustworthy sources such as museums, libraries, universities or educational websites.
Ask yourself: Does this website actually prove the statement?
Remember: not finding something straight away does not automatically prove it is false.


🕵️ CASE FILE 1
	The Romans built a wall across northern Britain to help protect the Roman Empire.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     






🕵️ CASE FILE 2
	Roman soldiers were paid partly with chocolate because Roman armies used chocolate as an energy food.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     






🕵️ CASE FILE 3
	The Romans built public baths in Britain where people could wash, relax and socialise.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     







🕵️ CASE FILE 4
	Boudica led a rebellion against the Romans and her army attacked Roman towns including Colchester and London.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     







🕵️ CASE FILE 5
	Roman soldiers in Britain were given a special purple stripe on their shields so that commanders could easily recognise them.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     






🕵️ CASE FILE 6
	Londinium, the Roman name for London, became an important city in Roman Britain and had a population of about 60,000 people by around AD 100.


Delete the one you don’t need: ☐ FACT        ☐ FICTION
🔍 My search words:
	     




💡 What did I discover?
	



🧾 Evidence that proves my answer:
	



🌐 Website / source I used:
	     






⭐ BONUS: THINK LIKE A SEARCH EXPERT
Choose ONE statement you investigated and explain how you know your answer is correct.
I know this statement is FACT / FICTION because...
	



What makes your website a trustworthy source?
	



🏆 Search Detective Checklist
☐ I chose useful search words.
☐ I changed my search words when necessary.
☐ I looked carefully at the information I found.
☐ I checked whether the website was trustworthy.
☐ I found evidence rather than guessing.
☐ I recorded the website I used.
☐ I can explain how I know my answer is correct.
